2023-2024 BSP#2 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZMZERAEEH Questions for Studying and Understanding (10 minutes)
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In 1:5, Jesus is called “the firstborn of the dead”. Why is he given this
title? (Hint: Read 1 Cor 15:20.) The concept of the first-born male is of
great importance in the Torah (e.g. Ex 11:5, 13:2). How is this OT concept
related to Jesus’ title as “the firstborn of the dead”?
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In 1:11, John is asked to "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the
seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” Is there a reason why the seven churches are
listed in this order?

a. No, it’s done randomly.

b. The order is based on the sizes of the churches, from the largest to the
smallest.

c. The are listed in the order that the bearer of the letter would carry
them, starting with Ephesus, then making a circuit in a clockwise
direction.

d. They are listed in the order John’s personal relationship with the
churches, starting from Ephesus where John lived and died according
to Church tradition.

e. None of the above.



(B) &5z FEFIFERIRYRE H - Reflection and application question (15 minutes)
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Read 1:9. If you found yourself exiled to a remote island or imprisoned in a totalitarian
country for your Christian faith, would you consider yourself a partner in “the distress, the
kingdom, and the endurance we have in Jesus™? When you face hardships, would you spend
all your time feeling sorry for yourself? Would you remember that it is not all about you, but
about God and his kingdom, and pray and act accordingly? Please have a candid sharing with
your group members.



